
Reports of extreme weather events are still being described as
unavoidable or rare, while the findings of scientists are often dismissed

as inflexible dogma
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Why isn’t the message on climate change
getting through?
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US president Donald Trump in Kerrville, Texas, following the floods. His second term will be a major
blow to attempts to wean the world’s largest economy off fossil fuels. Photograph: Haiyun Jiang/The
New York Times
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Almost every time I catch a news bulletin on radio or TV this summer, it
strikes me that the conversation on climate change is in drastic need of a
reset.

Time and again, reports are broadcast concerning extreme weather events,
from unprecedented rainfall in Asia to searing heatwaves in southern
Europe, from record temperatures in the Arctic to devastating flooding in
the US. One particularly tragic event this month was the loss of many
young lives at a much-loved summer camp for girls in Texas.

Time and again, these events are described as once-in-a-lifetime
occurrences, rare events that are hugely regrettable but unavoidable.
Indeed, I was struck by the number of times the expression “acts of God”
was used on US news channels – or “acts of satan” as conservative
American journalist Cal Thomas put it on the Last Word on Today FM

Although understandable, this reaction is wide of the mark. This is because
it has been known for many years now that the probability of such events
occurring is greatly enhanced in a warming climate. Indeed, it is a matter
of basic physics that, as our atmosphere warms, extreme weather events
such as violent storms will undoubtedly become more frequent and more
severe.
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Why isn’t this message getting through? I lost count of the number of media
reports I saw that failed to mention the issue of climate change
altogether,or referred to it in passing as a side issue.

One reason may be a genuine misunderstanding of the science. It is true
that there have been plenty of extreme weather events in the past and it is
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also true that one cannot usually draw a direct link between a particular
weather event and climate change. However, innumerable studies have
shown such events are becoming much more common and are rendered
much more likely by a warming atmosphere.

A second reason is politics. For some reason, a great many of those on the
conservative side of the political spectrum seem unable to accept the
findings of climate scientists, dismissing them as exaggerated or “woke”.
Thus an entire field of science has been dragged into the culture wars.

Some argue that this rejection is not surprising as conservative parties tend
to maintain close links with corporate interests. Given that a central
finding of climate science is that global warming is closely linked with the
emission of greenhouse gases from industrial activity – in particular with
the burning of fossil fuels – it was entirely predictable that these industries
would use their considerable wealth and power to convince their friends in
politics to ignore the science.

[ Forty degree heatwaves are the ‘new norm’. Now we see what’s coming for
Ireland ]

An extreme example of this behaviour can be found in the US . A striking
characteristic of US president Donald Trump’s “big beautiful bill” is a
systematic attempt to hamper developments in renewable energy at every
turn, whilst removing almost all constraints on the mining of fossil fuels.
There is little question that Trump’s second term will be a major blow to
attempts to wean the world’s largest economy off fossil fuels, a regression
that is already causing several other countries to review their own
commitments in reducing emissions.

One answer to this dangerous situation is communication. After all, not
many people – whatever their politics – would genuinely wish an unstable
climate on their children. What is needed is a sea-change in attitude,
similar to what occurred in the case of the tobacco industry. As historians
such as Naomi Oreskes have pointed out, the tobacco lobby used its power
and influence to block action on smoking for many years. Yet the truth
eventually prevailed and smoking is no longer the menace it once was.

[ Let’s inconvenience some oligarchs before we come for exhausted mothers ]
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Thus, it is incumbent on scientists and science communicators to redouble
efforts to convey the threat posed by climate change. It seems to me the
best way to do this is to explain both the basics of climate science and
aspects of the practice of science such as convergence (how different lines
of evidence can point to a single explanation) and consensus (how
scientists come to agree, often after great initial scepticism and much
debate, on that explanation).

The alternative is that the painstaking findings of climate scientists are
perceived as inflexible dogma, a not uncommon view that is as dangerous
as it is mistaken.

Dr Cormac O’Raifeartaigh is a senior lecturer in physics at the South East
Technological University (Waterford) and a fellow of the Institute of
Physics

Renewable Energy Renewables oil United States Donald Trump Storm Extreme weather

IN THIS SECTION

Why isn’t the message on climate change
getting through?

The house that hemp built

Irish renewable energy policy gets a badly needed reality check

7/31/25, 3:59 PM Why isn’t the message on climate change getting through? – The Irish Times

https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/why-isnt-the-message-on-climate-change-getting-through/ 4/8

https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/renewable-energy/
https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/renewables/
https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/oil/
https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/united-states/
https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/donald-trump/
https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/storm/
https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/extreme-weather/
https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/why-isnt-the-message-on-climate-change-getting-through/
https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/why-isnt-the-message-on-climate-change-getting-through/
https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/the-house-that-hemp-built/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/2025/07/30/irish-renewable-energy-policy-gets-a-badly-needed-reality-check/
https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/why-isnt-the-message-on-climate-change-getting-through/
https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/the-house-that-hemp-built/


Costs holding back Ireland as a renewables
exporter, Nesc warns

Data centres could consume as much
electricity as two million Irish homes by 2030,
report predicts

MOST READ

Seán Rocks, presenter of RTÉ radio’s culture
show Arena, dies aged 64

Medical device company paid €720,000 twice
by HSE for the same invoice now in liquidation

Ireland’s most common genetic disorder: ‘It can creep up quietly and
cause serious damage if it’s missed’

7/31/25, 3:59 PM Why isn’t the message on climate change getting through? – The Irish Times

https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/why-isnt-the-message-on-climate-change-getting-through/ 5/8

https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/2025/07/30/costs-holding-back-ireland-as-a-renewables-exporter-nesc-warns/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/2025/07/30/costs-holding-back-ireland-as-a-renewables-exporter-nesc-warns/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/2025/07/30/data-centres-could-consume-as-much-electricity-as-two-million-irish-homes-by-2030-report-predicts/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/2025/07/30/data-centres-could-consume-as-much-electricity-as-two-million-irish-homes-by-2030-report-predicts/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/2025/07/30/data-centres-could-consume-as-much-electricity-as-two-million-irish-homes-by-2030-report-predicts/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/2025/07/30/irish-renewable-energy-policy-gets-a-badly-needed-reality-check/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/2025/07/30/costs-holding-back-ireland-as-a-renewables-exporter-nesc-warns/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/2025/07/30/data-centres-could-consume-as-much-electricity-as-two-million-irish-homes-by-2030-report-predicts/
https://www.irishtimes.com/most-read/
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/tv-radio/2025/07/31/sean-rocks-presenter-of-rte-radios-culture-show-arena-dies-aged-64/
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/tv-radio/2025/07/31/sean-rocks-presenter-of-rte-radios-culture-show-arena-dies-aged-64/
https://www.irishtimes.com/health/2025/07/30/hse-paid-medical-products-company-720000-twice-for-the-same-invoice/
https://www.irishtimes.com/health/2025/07/30/hse-paid-medical-products-company-720000-twice-for-the-same-invoice/
https://www.irishtimes.com/health/your-wellness/2025/07/30/irelands-most-common-genetic-disorder-it-can-creep-up-quietly-and-cause-serious-damage-if-its-missed/
https://www.irishtimes.com/health/your-wellness/2025/07/30/irelands-most-common-genetic-disorder-it-can-creep-up-quietly-and-cause-serious-damage-if-its-missed/
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/tv-radio/2025/07/31/sean-rocks-presenter-of-rte-radios-culture-show-arena-dies-aged-64/
https://www.irishtimes.com/health/2025/07/30/hse-paid-medical-products-company-720000-twice-for-the-same-invoice/


READ NEXT

The inside story of JP McManus’s shuttered
€30m Limerick rugby attraction

Finn McRedmond: There is nothing
redemptive about the Bonnie Blue free-sex
story

7/31/25, 3:59 PM Why isn’t the message on climate change getting through? – The Irish Times

https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/why-isnt-the-message-on-climate-change-getting-through/ 6/8

https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/2025/07/31/the-inside-story-of-jp-manuss-sin-binned-limerick-rugby-attraction/
https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/2025/07/31/the-inside-story-of-jp-manuss-sin-binned-limerick-rugby-attraction/
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/2025/07/31/why-the-free-sex-content-creator-bonnie-blue-is-nauseating-and-wrong/
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/2025/07/31/why-the-free-sex-content-creator-bonnie-blue-is-nauseating-and-wrong/
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/2025/07/31/why-the-free-sex-content-creator-bonnie-blue-is-nauseating-and-wrong/
https://www.irishtimes.com/health/your-wellness/2025/07/30/irelands-most-common-genetic-disorder-it-can-creep-up-quietly-and-cause-serious-damage-if-its-missed/
https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/2025/07/31/the-inside-story-of-jp-manuss-sin-binned-limerick-rugby-attraction/
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/2025/07/31/why-the-free-sex-content-creator-bonnie-blue-is-nauseating-and-wrong/


Air India analysis: Early indication is that pilot decision to raise
plane’s nose caused it to ‘pancake’

LATEST STORIES

Household lending continued to rise in June

Birth of rare endangered drill monkey at Fota is a first for Ireland

Conor McGregor loses appeal over civil rape case

Ellie McCartney makes world 200m breaststroke final

Trump imposes 50% tariffs on Brazil and sanctions judge overseeing case about
ex-president Bolsonaro

7/31/25, 3:59 PM Why isn’t the message on climate change getting through? – The Irish Times

https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/why-isnt-the-message-on-climate-change-getting-through/ 7/8

https://www.irishtimes.com/world/asia-pacific/2025/06/12/analysis-early-indications-pilot-decision-to-raise-nose-of-air-india-plane-may-have-caused-crash/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/asia-pacific/2025/06/12/analysis-early-indications-pilot-decision-to-raise-nose-of-air-india-plane-may-have-caused-crash/
https://www.irishtimes.com/latest/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/2025/07/31/household-lending-continued-to-rise-in-june/
https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/2025/07/31/birth-of-rare-endangered-drill-monkey-at-fota-is-a-first-for-ireland/
https://www.irishtimes.com/crime-law/courts/2025/07/31/conor-mcgregor-loses-appeal-over-civil-rape-case/
https://www.irishtimes.com/sport/2025/07/31/ellie-mccartney-makes-world-200m-breaststroke-final/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/americas/2025/07/31/trump-escalates-fight-with-brazil-with-50-tariffs-and-sanctions-bolsonaro-case-judge/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/americas/2025/07/31/trump-escalates-fight-with-brazil-with-50-tariffs-and-sanctions-bolsonaro-case-judge/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/asia-pacific/2025/06/12/analysis-early-indications-pilot-decision-to-raise-nose-of-air-india-plane-may-have-caused-crash/


ADVERTISEMENT

in association with

Subscribe

Support

About Us

Irish Times Products & Services

OUR PARTNERS:

Terms & Conditions

Privacy Policy

Cookie Information

Cookie Settings

Community Standards

Copyright

© 2025 The Irish Times DAC

7/31/25, 3:59 PM Why isn’t the message on climate change getting through? – The Irish Times

https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2025/07/31/why-isnt-the-message-on-climate-change-getting-through/ 8/8

https://apps.apple.com/ie/developer/the-irish-times-ltd/id365544597
https://play.google.com/store/apps/developer?id=The+Irish+Times+Ltd
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaBlegFFXUuflSI6yL3d
https://www.facebook.com/irishtimes/
https://twitter.com/IrishTimes
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-irish-times
https://www.instagram.com/irishtimesnews
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/terms-conditions/
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/privacy-policy/
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/cookie-policy/
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/community-standards/
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/copyright/

