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Summary: 

 This talk will present a brief history of modern cosmology, from the first static 

models of the cosmos to the discovery of the expanding universe, from the great 

debate between ‘big bang’ and ‘steady-state’ cosmologies to today’s Λ-CDM 

model of the universe. We consider in particular the pioneering contributions of 

theoreticians such as Albert Einstein and Stephen Hawking, and the interplay of 

theory and experiment over one hundred years of cosmology. 
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