Madam, - 
Michael O'Leary (Letters  July 12th,17th) pours scorn on the writings of Irish Times columnist John Gibbons and ridicules the idea that low-cost flying may pose a threat to global climate as ‘ranting nonsense.’ In fact, Gibbon’s article (July 10th) did not deviate in any major way from the consensus scientific view of the threat of greenhouse gas emissions from the aviation industry. 

By contrast, Micheal O’Leary himself submits a deeply flawed picture of the science of climate change; both letters contain misleading statements that seek to play down the threat of anthropogenic global warming. For example, it is not true that global temperatures have stabilized since 2000, nor is it true that aviation accounts for less than 2% of Europe’s carbon emissions. Even the true figure (4%) is considered an underestimate as it ignores the contribution of greenhouse gases other than carbon dioxide, and the effect of emissions at high altitude. Most importantly, it is not today’s emissions that are the real cause for concern, but those expected from the future growth of air traffic. 
As regards the latter, O’ Leary is vehemently opposed to the prospect of taxation of airline fuel. Yet there are good reasons to consider such a tax
1. It is axiomatic that the cheaper it is to fly, the greater the growth will be in air traffic, with accompanying growth in airline emissions. If no action is taken to curb air travel, aviation emissions have the potential to affect the climate of the whole world, while the luxury of air travel is restricted to citizens of the richer nations. 

2. The alternative is an unchecked, exponential growth in air travel, just as untaxed automobile fuel led to unprecedented growth in the auto industry in the U.S. -  a growth that has had serious consequences for both energy supply and global climate.

At a time when the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) urges us to reduce emissions urgently, one hopes policy-makers will treat the pronouncements of vested interests with the distrust they deserve. 
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